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A detailed evocation of Venice and the city's musical culture that inspired Vivaldi. At the time
Venice was, uniquely, a city where all classes mingled in their love of music; aristocrats,
gondoliers and the workers met to listen to all types of music. All that is known about Vivaldi's life
is included, and all the recent discoveries that have been made about that life (as well as details
from Vivaldi's contemporaries). The book captures the hedonistic atmosphere of Venice at the
time, already an international tourist destination, and how that was reflected by the mysterious
Vivaldi in his baroque music (which is still available in a range of recordings).

"Not strictly a tourist guide but rather a backgrounder for the music lover." -- The Arizona Daily
StarAbout the AuthorPatrick Barbier is a professor of music at the West Catholic University in
Angers, France. He is the author of The World of Castrati.
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Intermeddle, “The Parade's Gone By. First published in 2002, this book is neither a biography of
Antonio Vivaldi - the details of whose life have almost all disappeared - nor an account of his
music. Instead it is a colourful description of the social and musical setting in which he worked,
enlivened by anecdotes recorded by travellers to Venice at the time. By the eighteenth century
the glory days of Venice as the capital of an empire or as a trading port were over. It survived, as
it does now, as pleasure resort. Each year, six months of carnivals, famous throughout Europe
for their music, theatre and hedonism attracted the wealthy and idle. When a Doge died in the
midst of a carnival, his death was kept secret rather than spoil the fun, on which the economy of
the city depended. Barbier has researched deeply into the period, and discovered much to
intrigue us. The only drawback of the book (which is translated from the French) is its
occasionally ponderous style.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 6 people have provided feedback.
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